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Grand place of
Brussels

The Grand Place is the central square of Brussels. It is surrounded by
opulent guildhalls and two larger edifices and the city's Town Hall. The Grand Place is the
most important tourist destination and most memorable landmark in Brussels. It is also
considered as one of the most beautiful squares in Europe and has been
a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1998.

The Citadel of
Namur and its
underground
passages

The Citadel or Castle of Namur is a fortress in the Walloon capital city of Namur, at
the confluence of the Sambre and Meuse rivers. It is originally from the Roman era, but has
been rebuilt several times. It has been classified as a Wallonia's Major Heritage site.
Upon inspection of the Citadel, Napoleon labelled it as “Europe’s Termite Mound” due to its
extensive network of underground passages.

The carnaval of
Binche

The carnival of Binche is an event that takes place each year in the Belgian town
of Binche during the Sunday, Monday and Tuesday preceding Ash Wednesday. The
carnival is the best known of several that take place in Wallonia, Belgium at the same
time and has been proclaimed as a masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of
Humanity listed by UNESCO.

Bruges lace

Since time immemorial, Bruges and lace have been inextricably linked. The deft hands of
thousands of women and girls earned Bruges lace worldwide fame. At one time, a quarter
of all the women in Bruges were lacemakers. Even nowadays, it is still possible to see
traditional Bruges lacemakers at work in some of the lace shops.

Galeries Royales
Saint-Hubert

Right in the heart of Brussels is the magnificent Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert, one of
first shopping arcades built in Europe. In this solid two hundred meter long complex,
amazing shop window displays lure visitors into high-end specialized boutiques or
chocolate shops, and also a variety of cultural organizations.

French fries, beers
and cheese

The first fried potatoes were introduced by people living between the two cities
of Liège and Dinant. This marked the beginning of what would become a national dish in
Belgium and a longstanding tradition to its cuisine.
Beer in Belgium varies from pale lager to amber ales, lambic beers, Flemish red ales,
sour brown ales, strong ales and stouts. In 2016, UNESCO inscribed Belgian beer
culture on their list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity.
The Orval is made with whole cow milk coming from the Gaume region in the south of
Belgium carefully selected by the Cistercian monks of the Orval abbey.

Chocolat and waffles

The word ‘waffle’ pops up in Brussels literature as early as 1604. The most renowned
baker families added yeast to their batter and slowly, Belgium’s reputation as a home to
waffle craft masters spread throughout the neighboring countries.
The Belgian chocolate industry forms an important part of the nation's
economy and culture. Pralines, first introduced by Jean Neuhaus II in 1912, are usually
soft-centred confections with a chocolate casing.

Magrit and Horta

René Magritte was a Belgian Surrealist artist. He became well known for creating a number
of witty and thought-provoking images. Often depicting ordinary objects in an unusual
context, his work is known for challenging observers' preconditioned perceptions of reality.
Victor Horta was a Belgian architect and designer, and one of the founders of the Art
Nouveau movement. His Hôtel Tassel in Brussels built in 1892-3, is often considered the
first Art Nouveau house, and, along with three of his other early houses, is listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

We hope you've enjoyed this
little tour of what we think are
the most important cultural
aspects of Belgium
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